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Curriculum Vitae 
 
Position title: Full professor at the Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb  
 
Education: 
1999 PhD in Natural Sciences (Biology); 
1993 MSc in Natural Sciences (Biology; Molecular and Cell Biology); 
1985-1990 study of Biology, BSc (Molecular Biology);  
-all degrees received from the Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb 
 
Employment: 
1990 - present - Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb (Department of Biology) 

2021- present – Full Professor; 
2013-2021 - Associate Professor; 
2004-2013 - Assistant Professor; 
2000-2004 - Senior Research Assistant; 
1995–1999 - Research Assistant; 
1990-1995 - Junior Researcher 
 
Teaching activities:  
Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb (Department of Biology) 

Undergraduate study programme: 
Plant Physiology (Ž. Vidaković-Cifrek); Plant Metabolism under Stressful Conditions (Ž. Vidaković-
Cifrek, M. Tkalec); Bioassays (M. Pavlica, G. Klobučar, Ž. Vidaković-Cifrek); Laboratory Skill 
Training 

Graduate study programme: 
Regulatory Mechanisms of Photosynthesis (Ž. Vidaković-Cifrek, M. Tkalec, P. Peharec Štefanić); 
Stress Physiology and Defense Mechanisms of Plants (Ž. Vidaković-Cifrek, M. Tkalec); 
Experimental Plant Physiology in Teaching (Ž. Vidaković-Cifrek, M. Tkalec, S. Radić Brkanac); 
Laboratory Skill Training 

Doctoral programme:  
Interactions of Plants and the Environment (M. Tkalec, Ž. Vidaković-Cifrek); Mechanisms of Plant 
Responses to Stress (S. Radić Brkanac, Ž. Vidaković-Cifrek) 
 
Research Grant Participation:  

Research projects funded by the Croatian Science Foundation: 

December 2023- present “Alternative splicing of BPM2 as a mechanism for establishing a 
functional diversity of MATH-BTB protein family in Arabidopsis thaliana” (spliceFun); leader: Prof. 
Nataša Bauer 

May 2021 - November 2023 – “Transport, fate and toxicity of metal(loid)s released from industrial 
waste deposits” (FORtIS); leader: Željka Fiket, PhD 

March 2017 - February 2021. – “MATH-BTB proteins as switches between transcription and RNA-
directed DNA methylation during plant development” (PhytoMetDev); leader: Prof. Dunja Leljak-
Levanić 



Research projects granted by the Ministry of Science, Education and Youth of the Republic of 
Croatia: 

2007-2013 researcher on the project “Molecular responses of Croatian endemic and rare plant 
species to stress” (leader: Branka Pevalek-Kozlina) 

2007-2013 researcher on the project “Organization and function of plant cells and tissues upon the 
oxidative stress” (leader: Hrvoje Lepeduš) 

2002-2006 researcher on the project “Stress condition effect on Croatian endemic and endangered 
plant species” (leader: Branka Pevalek-Kozlina) 

1998-2001 leader of the project for young researchers “Evaluation of oil industry waste waters and 
chemicals' toxicity by plant test systems” 

1996-2002 researcher on the project “Effects of chemicals on physiological processes in plants” 
(leader: Ivan Regula) 

1992-1996 junior researcher on the project “Investigation of some plant hormones in plant 
development” (leader: Ivan Regula); 
 
Other projects: 

2021 leader of the project „Phenotyping of BPM1-mediated heat stress response in Arabidopsis 
thaliana“ (PhenoArHeat) - European Plant Phenotyping Network (EPPN) 

1999 cooperation with the University of Cologne, Germany (Botanisches Institut, Universität zu 
Köln) Verification of xenobiotica removal from contaminated water by constructed wetlands with 
Lemna test (in the scope of the international project INCO-DC, 1994-1999). 
 
Field of scientific research: plant physiology, plant stress physiology and plant bioassays; mostly 
focused on physiological and biochemical changes in plants under stressful environmental 
conditions and application of plant bioassays as a tool for evaluation of effect of environmental 
changes and pollution on plants  
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